[image: image1.png]Carlston
Family
Foundation




Contact: 
Michele Samuels, Executive Director



Carlston Family Foundation

415.388.4763 phone, 415.971.0882 cell, CFF_Samuels@pacbell.net
Six Outstanding Teachers and Schools Honored with 2006 Carlston Family Foundation Award

Kirk Brown, Biology and Biotechnology Teacher at Tracy High School, Tracy CA

Rina Gonzalez, English Teacher at Hamilton Union High School, Hamilton City, CA 
Sarah Grimke Taylor, English Teacher, Eastern Sierra Academy, Bridgeport, CA
Paul Tomei, Theater and Drama Teacher, El Dorado High School, Placerville, CA 
Larry Torrance, Social Sciences Teacher, North Salinas High School, Salinas, CA 
Bissa Zamboldi, English Teacher, Lowell High School, San Francisco, CA
Celebrated for Their Uncompromising Efforts to Help Youth Succeed
San Rafael, CA, September 2006 —  What better way to return back to school than to be named an Outstanding Teacher of the Year, receive a $15,000 award and a $5000 grant for your school.  Six remarkable California educators, all of whom have dedicated themselves to closing the achievement gap, will do just that, as the recipients of the 2006 Carlston Family Foundation Outstanding Teachers of America Award.  The honorees –Kirk Brown, Rina Gonzalez, Sarah Taylor, Paul Tomei, Larry Torrance and Bissa Zamboldi have worked tirelessly and creatively to give California’s high school students the opportunity to achieve academically and, ultimately, professionally.  These educators will be honored at an Awards Luncheon on Saturday, November 4th, at the home of the Foundation’s Chairman and former CEO of Broderbund Software, Douglas Carlston. 

Former students, who attributed much of their success to these extraordinary mentors, identified the nominees.  Many of the students came from difficult circumstances and had few of the advantages that frequently lead to academic success.  It was the effort of these high school teachers, who believed in their potential, which made the difference.  

“Mrs. Gonzalez shaped my academic life and straightened me out.  Now I’m here at UC Santa Cruz,” said Daniel, a former student.  “She always left it up to me, but due to everything she did for me, I felt like I had an obligation to work hard and not disappoint her.”
Michele Samuels, Executive Director of the Carlston Family Foundation, remarked, “These teachers not only turn lives around; they build lifelong relationships with the young people they serve.  They deserve our appreciation.”

Each Outstanding Teachers of America honoree receives $15,000, plus a $5000 award for his or her high school, which will be presented at the school by Ms. Samuels later this fall.
Some nominating students were recommended by their former high schools, while others came through partnerships with UC Berkeley, The Level Playing Field Institute, RISE (Resources for Indispensable Schools and Educators) Network, EAOP and AVID, as well as scholarship organizations and other universities and colleges.  Former California high school students can nominate a teacher by filling in a short questionnaire at www.carlstonfamilyfoundation.org/nomination .

The Carlston Family Foundation was formed in 1987 by the founders of Broderbund Software.  Its current mission is to recognize and reward outstanding teachers in our public high schools.  

Teacher biographies and student quotes and photos will be available after the ceremony at www.carlstonfamilyfoundation.org.  For more information, contact Michele Samuels, at 415.388.4763 or CFF_Samuels@pacbell.net.
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